lysozyme, and their discovery of penicillin was made in 1929 during an investigation of the destruction of bacteria by leucocytes at St Mary's Hospital in London.' The progress of therapy is reviewed between 1905 and 1964 (for some reason not beyond, although some of the case reports are more recent) and the dead-pan reporting leaves us uncertain whether treatment should still include injections of copper sulphate or calf lymph-gland extract, or the application of Trauner's poultices. On the other hand we are left in no doubt that it should still include vaccine therapy: 'The opinion . . . against the use of vaccine is based on lack of clinical experience, and on superficial knowledge of the therapeutic value of vaccine.' The comprehensive collection of material is admirable; a firmer hand on the commentary could make the rest of the book equally so.
FRANCIS O GRADY

Kidney Hormones edited by J W Fisher pp xviii+665 illustrated £8 London & New York: Academic Press 1971
The stated purpose of this book is 'to bring together in an organized manner a description of the physico-chemical and biological properties of all chemical agents known to be elaborated by or else isolated from the kidney'. Despite the somewhat patchy excellence of a work which includes information on renin, angiotensin, erythropoietin, prostaglandins and kininogen, this intention is not fulfilled, nor indeed is it likely that it could be in a work produced by 45 different authors, however assiduous or skilful the editing. There remain large gaps, several areas of overlap and not a few internal contradictions (these last not necessarily detrimental). One might, however, have hoped for an attempt at hypotheses linking various hormones more closely into phylogenetic or physiological patterns. Such efforts as are made in this direction are in isolated chapters, and notably the section by J 0 Davis on the comparative physiology of the renin-angiotensinaldosterone system.
These strictures apart, one is left with a massive, well-produced volume containing a wealth of information. I found of especial interest the chapters by Ladefoged and Munck on the distribution of blood flow in the kidney, and by Cook on the cellular localization of renin. In some places I experienced a distinct sense of d4ja vu, as probably other readers will in areas familiar to themselves.
Nevertheless, let there be no doubt that this is an excellent reference source, which can be strongly recommended for inclusion in the library of anyone working in any of the many areas represented.
J I S ROBERTSON Outline of Radiology by Louis Kreel MD MRCP FFR pp xxiv+377 illustrated £6 London: William Heinemann Medical 1971 It is seldom that a book on radiology, illustrated only by line drawings, appeals to radiologists but this should prove an exception. It is unique in that it incorporates radiography, radiology, clinical medicine and differential diagnosis in synoptic form. It is well arranged and most of the 719 illustrations are on the same pages as the text to which they relate. The systematic layout is orthodox and effective, with the contents listed at the beginning of each section. The result provides fairly easy access to the subject or condition in which one is interested, although I think that a detailed index at the end would have been advantageous.
As an introduction to radiology in a concise and simple form this book should be extremely useful and helpful. In many instances line drawings can be more informative than radiographs of less than the highest quality, which are often difficult to obtain in rare conditions. Used in conjunction with textbooks, this concise text and differential diagnoses will be most helpful in compiling a list of conditions causing similar radiographic appearances.
The type is simple and effective and there are remarkably few spelling or type errors in a first edition. The book will find a ready place in all radiological libraries and should be the constant companion of every radiological student. Many books on the subject of schistosomiasis have appeared in recent years, but this nicely produced volume differs from others in that it is a summary of all aspects of the problem as seen in Africa. The author's deep experience of the conditions in that continent ensures that a practical view is taken and lends authority to his presentation. The seriousness of the infection is emphasized and its extension into newly developed regions is described. The disease takes third place, after malaria and malnutrition, as a public health problem. Two chapters are devoted to the causative organismsbesides the two common species, three rarer forms are mentioned as occasionally affecting man. The snail hosts of the parasite are considered in reference to their identification and to their bionomics. A useful chapter follows on the host-parasite relationship
